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Opening 
 
The cross-party group was opened by Julie Morgan AM. She welcomed all those who were 
present and said how, since the last meeting, there had been some movements going 
forward. 
 
Vaughan Gething AM said that Julie Morgan AM has been constantly involved in this issue.  
 
The Welsh Government has been carrying out consultations to see what people want in 
terms of where people want to see money spent; should widows/widowers have priority for 
this money? In the interim, the English model of spending has been adopted.  He said he 
would be happy to speak to the group when a decision is made in the new year. 
 
Lynne Kelly then claimed that consultation does not stretch to wider families. 
 
Beverely Tumelty claimed that she has not had any consultation documents. Her brother 
was not married and so the family has to be the executor. Despite this, she has received no 
documents. 
 
A discussion then formed as to why Wales has not adopted the Scottish model? Less people 
are affected by the disease than in Scotland and so it should work out cheaper. 
 
This was followed by stories of patients’ experiences. This included delays in diagnosing HIV, 
having to fight for the relevant drugs, the need for justice - be that by financial means or 
otherwise. The fact that families only receive £10,000 as dependants needs to be addressed. 
An urgent need for an inquiry was stated. Families need to know the truth about what 
happened. 
 
2000 people have died from this disease, and 70 of those have been from Wales. 
 
There was a consensus that all victims have the same story. They have had to pay for 
medical records to see if they were infected in England or Wales, only to find that medical 
records have often been destroyed. 
 
A comparison was made with the Hillsborough Disaster. Some present at the meeting 
claimed that if all of the victims died on the same day, as was the case at Hillsborough, then 
there would have been an inquiry. Due to victims dying in over many years, their plight is 
being ignored. 
 
The fact that many politicians are reasonably young and do not know about the scandal was 
raised. There needs to be a push to make them more aware. 
 
Families claimed that they are denied access to insurances such as health, life insurance and 
mortgages. 
 



Vaughan Gething AM responded by saying that he can’t say he will be able to find money 
for the Scottish method. If families are not getting the right support, let him know and he 
will try and help.  
 
He went further to sat that the announcement by the UK Government caught Scotland and 
Wales by surprise and so they put interim methods in place in the meantime. He says that 
he will write to the UK Government again regarding the proposed inquiry. 
 
Lynne Kelly quoted Lord Prior who claimed that Theresa May and Jeremy Hunt have said 
that there is ‘no need’ for an inquiry.  
 
The Welsh Government are said to have supported the setting up of an inquiry into the 
events. 
 
Lynne Kelly then quoted Lord Owen who supports an inquiry as he believes that lessons 
need to be learnt for the future. 
 
Vaughan Gething AM encouraged families to write to him regarding unacceptable practice 
in treatment at hospitals. Julie Morgan AM will be responsible for collating this information. 
 
Atos and Capita are the scheme administrators. Questions about how much would be spent 
on administrative proceedings. 
 
Talk then turned to applications for PIP.  Applicants are having to go through lengthy 
assessment. The Welsh Government are to make representations to the UK Government 
regarding this matter. 
 
Guarantees of payment are not being taken into benefit considerations. They are not meant 
to be means tested. 
 
Rhun ap Iorwerth AM made the point that we have got to focus on what the Welsh 
Government can do for the families. The key issue is justice and not the NHS budgets. 
 
Mark Isherwood AM claimed that PIP excluded lifelong conditions on automatic 
qualifications. 
 
End 
 
Julie Morgan AM then closed proceedings. She thanked the victims for their stories and 
asserted the groups shared passion for justice and the setting up of an inquiry. 


